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Belfast’s Pathways to 
decarbonisation 

Mapping of the city’s carbon footprint matched with cost-effective 
measures 

Space heating in domestic, public and commercial buildings 

Car dependence 

Key Policy recommendations 
Deep retrofit of homes and buildings 

Modal shift away from car – based mobility 

Co-benefits 

Retrofit – reduce fuel poverty, provide jobs, reduce CO2 
emissions
Modal shift – improve air quality, reduce congestion, 









Pandemic and a green and inclusive recovery

Crisis as opportunity for step change 

Promote a local economic recovery that tackles the underlying dysfunctions at the 
heart of existing local economic development strategies and uses Covid-19 as an 
opportunity to ‘build back better’ for social, economic and environmental justice.

Bouncing forward not backwards 

Building back better means building back differently

Alignment of report findings with existing and planned strategies such as the Belfast 
Region City Deal, anti-poverty strategies or the NI Executive's or Belfast City Council’s 
plans for post-pandemic recovery 



Economic as well as climate 
advantages of a green recover
Recent survey by Oxford Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment of 231 
influential economists and government and central bank officials indicates strong 
support for fiscal policies supporting green investments. 
Green recovery viewed as superior in terms of their economic multipliers and impacts 
on long-term economic performance.

Identifies five policies with high potential on both economic multiplier and climate 
impact metrics: 
clean physical infrastructure, 
building efficiency retrofits,
investment in education and training, 
natural capital investment, 
and clean energy research and development. 





#ClimateAssemblyUK



About citizens’ assemblies 

• Way of understanding informed and considered public preferences on issues that are particularly 
controversial, complex, moral or constitutional. Increasingly used by governments and Parliaments 
around the world. 

• Key features include: 
- Participants are representative of the wider population;
- Three stage process of learning, discussion and decision-making; 
- The information presented during the learning phase is balanced, accurate and comprehensive;
- Usually facilitated by an independent organisation. 

• Beyond the key attributes, there is significant flexibility in how an assembly is run and structured. 
This includes whether it is combined with other engagement methods such as                
crowdsourcing. 





About Climate Assembly UK



About Climate Assembly UK

• Climate Assembly UK is the first ever UK-wide citizens’ assembly on climate change; 

• It was commissioned by six Select Committees of the House of Commons to look at how the UK 
should reach its legally-binding target of net zero emissions by 2050, because of the impact these 
decisions will have on people’s lives. 

• It provides a new and valuable body of evidence about public preferences for how to get to net zero:
Ø Assembly members came from all walks of life and all across the UK, and were representative of 

the wider population in terms of demographics, geography and levels of concern about climate 
change;

Ø Met over six weekends;
Ø Assembly members had the chance to learn about issues, consider them in-depth 

and make their recommendations. 



Issues the assembly considered
1. About Climate Assembly UK 

2. Underpinning principles for the 
path to net zero

3. How we travel on land

4. How we travel by air

5. Heat and energy use in the home 

6. What we eat and how we use the 
land

7. What we buy 

8. Where our electricity comes from 

7. Greenhouse gas removals

10. Covid-19, recovery and the path to net 
zero

11. Additional recommendations



The path to net zero: Climate Assembly UK report

• Launched on 10 September 2020. The recommendations set out a clear and internally consistent 
path to net zero; 

• For each area the report looks at, the assembly generally considered:
Ø Key considerations;
Ø What they would like to see - futures;
Ø How we should get there - over 50 specific policy recommendations.
Includes rationale and conditions/considerations. 

• Published and can share: 
Ø Executive summary: key recommendations and an opening statement from assembly members 

setting out what they see as key overarching themes; 
Ø Full report: detailed chapters on each theme covered by the assembly, setting out the 

assembly’s recommendations and their rationale for them in full. 





Summary of recommendations



Opening statement

• Fairness (regions, incomes, sectors, preferences);

• Taking advantage of co-benefits for local high streets, health and the economy;

• Maintaining freedom and choice where possible;

• Much better information and education; 

• Strong leadership from government and a cross-party approach to change.
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Surface travel

A future that minimises restrictions 
on how much we travel. An early 
shift to electric vehicles and 
improving public transport to make it 
cheaper, reliable and more 
accessible. 

Air travel

A balance between protecting travel 
and lifestyles and the need to limit 
growth in air passenger numbers. 
Taxes on air travel that increase as 
people fly more often and as they fly 
further, and investment in new, 
cleaner aviation technologies

In the home

Solutions tailored to local areas and 
households with greater choice for 
householders. Support for the use of 
hydrogen, heat pumps and heat networks.

What we eat and how we use the land

A future centred around local produce and 
food production, a voluntary change in 
diet to reduce meat and dairy 
consumption by 20-40%, and a “managed 
diversity” of land use. Support for farmers
through the transition. Care that 
changes do not disproportionately
affect the least well-off. 



What we buy

Businesses make less energy- and 
materials-intensive products. Individuals 
repair and share products more with 
technical and financial support for 
business. Better information to promote 
informed choice, including better labeling 
and information about carbon emissions 
and recycling. Measures to increase 
recycling.

Where our electricity comes from

Strong support for wind power (offshore 
and onshore) and solar, less support for 
nuclear power, bioenergy and fossil fuels 
with CCS.
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Greenhouse gas removals

Strong support for forestation and 
better forest management, restoring 
and managing peatlands and 
wetlands, and using wood in 
construction. Some support for 
enhancing the storage of carbon in 
the soil. Less support for BECCS and 
DACCS.

Covid-19 

79% backed a green economic 
recovery. 96% backed steps to 
encourage lifestyle change. 





#ClimateAssemblyUK


