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Introduction

• The Role of Planning
• Current Legislative and Policy Context
• The Two tier system
• Strengthening Regional Policy Approach
• Local interventions:

– Belfast Local Development Plan 
– Supplementary Planning Guidance
– Other Plans and Projects in Belfast



The Role of Planning

• Orderly development of land
• Furthering sustainable 

development and improving 
wellbeing 

• Balancing competing demands 
for land use
– Planning Policy and Land 

allocation 
– Design of new developments



Opportunities that Planning provides

• Ability to integrate energy, transport and land 
use planning;

• Develop the best local solutions to low carbon 
energy;

• Encourage sustainable travel;
• Facilitates well located and energy efficient 

housing; 
• Guide investment in integrated blue and green 

infrastructure; 
• Supports the circular economy



Two Tier System

• Regional Policy

• Regionally Significant 
Applications

• Planning Legislation and 
Oversight

Regional 
Planning

• Local Plan Making

• Development Management

• Enforcement
Local 

Planning



Planning Legislative and Regional Policy Context

• Planning Policy is already 
sustainability assessed

• Significant scope for dealing 
with Climate change

• Greater priority and more 
specific to the challenge

• Needs to be locally relevant



Strengthening the Regional Approach 
- Buildings

• Distribution of Housing at 
sustainable locations

• Supporting climate-resilient 
infrastructure especially in 
energy systems, buildings and 
places

• Strengthen alignments between 
legislative and policy provisions 
such as Building Control
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…Strengthening the Regional Approach
- Mobility

• Sustainable transport systems 
with space and facilities to 
encourage walking, cycling and 
public transport. 

• Avoiding projects that lock-in 
future carbon, such as some 
road building.

• Reduce in the need for the daily 
commute through proximity 
principle - 15 minute cities 
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…Strengthening the Regional Approach 
- Economy

• Decarbonisation of the 
electricity grid through ongoing 
installation of renewable and 
low carbon energy

• Resilience to cope with changing 
demand for heating and EVs

• Reducing Waste and Moving to a 
Circular economy

• Support infrastructure to enable 
the expansion of better, greener, 
sustainable jobs and skills.
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…Strengthening the Regional Approach 
- Natural Heritage

• Investment in green 
infrastructure restoration such as 
tree planting, peatland 
restoration and green spaces.

• See the Environment as an asset 
to be managed and invested in.

• Not overriding environmental 
and climate policies.
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…Strengthening the Regional Approach
- Collaboration

• Collaborate with multi-tiers of 
governance and with local 
authorities and other key 
delivery bodies on strategies and 
plans.

• Climate Change is at the heart of 
policy making and project 
delivery.
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A Local Approach:
Belfast Local Development Plan



Belfast Plan Strategy –
Structure & Content



Settlement Strategy

• Compact Urban Form
• Correlation between where 

people live and work
• Active Travel Opportunities
• Network of Neighbourhood 

/ District Centres Etc.
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Sustainable Forms of Development
• Promoting sustainable forms of 

development that generate 
critical masses able to support 
levels of services

• Encouraging higher density 
levels appropriate for city living 
and a growing economy



Sustainable Building Standards
• Promoting BREEAM ‘excellent’ 

standards and similar appraisal 
procedures to be used, and will 
require them for major 
applications.

• Promote sustainable initiatives 
and technologies in regard to 
water, wastewater management 
and drainage, including reducing 
water consumption and SuDS
measures



Transport
• Support an efficient integrated 

transport network offering travel 
choice that minimises congestion 
and pollution. 

• Encourage the expansion of green 
infrastructure networks for 
walking and cycling to encourage 
active travel and improve air 
quality

• Enable the development of a 
compact, walkable city that it 
connected to high quality public 
transport and active travel 
networks



Open Space and Natural Heritage

• Protect and improve all open space, including 
quality & access.

• Open space provision and improvements 
linked to new development.

• Protect natural heritage and promote 
biodiversity.

• Protect landscapes and control development 
in the countryside.

• Importance of trees – protect and secure a net 
gain in numbers.



Green and Blue Infrastructure

• Multi-functional network across the city area.
• Natural heritage & biodiversity.
• Open Space, water, hills & coast.
• Greenways & community paths.
• Ecosystem services function.
• Opportunities to connect & enhance sites and 

features.
• Guides investment decisions & development 

contributions.



● Place-making and Design

● Transport

● Waste

● Flooding

● Sustainable Drainage Systems

• Trees

Supplementary Planning Guidance



Flooding SPG

• Generally in accordance with current regional 
policy (PPS 15)

• Takes account of recent DfI Rivers guidance.
• DfI raised concerns about principle of using 

SPG instead of detailed policy requirements 
in Plan Strategy itself

• Approach is appropriate and proportionate, 
given the policies in the SPPS and our 
application of a precautionary principle

• SPG approach more flexible and can more 
quickly respond to changing circumstances



Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
• Multiple Interconnected Benefits

• Sets out context of  traditional 
drainage arrangements and 
implications for Belfast.

• Includes “Myth-busting” section.

• Aimed at all scales of development.

• Non-technical design guidance.

• Illustrated with photos of examples 
and simple diagrams.

• Provides practical solutions for a 
range of typical types of development.



Waste SPG
• Waste Management facilities

• Waste Storage and collection

• Distinguishes the role of Planning from 
other licensing and statutory processes

• Based on the principles of the Waste 
Management Hierarchy

• Developed in Collaboration with 
Building Control and City & 
Neighbourhood Services, Arc 21 & 
DAERA



Other Plans and Projects



Questions?

Belfast Local Development Plan



Taking Back the City: an overview of emerging 
progressive planning practices

Dr Neil Galway – n.galway@qub.ac.uk

mailto:n.galway@qub.ac.uk


Issues raised by COVID



Tactical Urbanism

“Play streets could be a wonderful way both to 
mark more freedom and to hang on to some of the 
good things that have been part of this challenging 
time. And, in fact, to build on these.”

King’s Crescent Estate - MUF



Rebalancing our (unhealthy) urban relationship with private cars

Piazza San Luigi, Milano – one of 30 Open Piazzas across Milan in 2.5 years. Some are progressing to formal long-term interventions. 
65 initial proposals and scheme will be continued. Initial challenges when top down.



This pop-up public space is part of a Swedish urban experiment known as the “one-minute city”. 
They’ve been appearing around the country as part of a government project called Street Moves, 
which aims to investigate what happens when cars are displaced, and how every street in Sweden 
could be healthy, sustainable and vibrant by 2030.



Active Travel



Environmental Justice

Mayfield Park proposal, ManchesterGrey to Green, Sheffield



London National Park City (2019)

“This new and exciting initiative is to have Galway city recognised as a National Park 
City, by achieving a Greener, Bluer, Healthier, Safer, Beautiful, Sustainable, Equitable, 
Harmonious and Wilder environment where people value, benefit from, and are 
strongly connected to the rest of Nature.”



Biophilic Cities

Promoting natureful cities

“Biophilic cities are cities of 
abundant nature in close 

proximity to large numbers of 
urbanites. Biophilic cities value 
residents innate connection and 

access to nature through 
abundant opportunities to be 

outside and to enjoy the 
multisensory aspects of nature 

by protecting and promoting 
nature within the city.”



Kraków



Greening Permits: The initiative, "permis de végétaliser" 
(or "license to vegetate"), is part of Paris Mayor Anne 
Hidalgo's target of adding 100 hectares (247 acres) of 
vegetation on the city's walls and roofs, with a third 
dedicated to urban agriculture. Each permit is valid for 
3 years and can be extended for up to for 12 years. Must 
be indigenous plants with no insecticides.

All of Paris’s 800 schools will be transformed into green 
spaces by 2040. The City of Paris plan is also being 
facilitated by 100 Resilient Cities.

By 2026, mayor Hidalgo has pledged to plant 4 urban 
forests, more than 170,000 trees across the capital, with 
50 percent of the city covered by planted areas by 2030.

Traffic restrictions in the core recently introduced 
allowing only public transport and residents to access 
this area.

Paris



15 Minute City – Paris led by Mayor Anne Hidalgo and Prof Carlos Moreno

The rise of the neighbourhood

Four key characteristics:

Proximity: Things must be close.

Diversity: Land uses must be mixed to provide a wide variety of urban 
amenities nearby.

Density: There must be enough people to support a diversity of businesses 
in a compact land area. 

Ubiquity: These neighbourhoods must be so common that they are 
available and affordable to anyone who wants to live in one.



(Haran et al 2019)

What impact have rural one-off houses had on the health of market towns 
and villages?

What is our rural future?

Air pollution in cities fell over the course of the first national lockdown, but 
now meets or exceeds pre-pandemic levels in 80 per cent of places studied.



Doughnut Economics in Amsterdam

Kate Raworth: Move from Growth to considering how cities can thrive within ecological limits. Focus on resilience and wellbeing.



Planning the Post-Pandemic City Webinars

3rd June 2021 at 16.00 

"The Internet of Nature: How Emerging 
Technologies Are Forming the Human Biotope?" 
with Dr Nadina Galle

10th June 2021 at 15.00 

"Reinventing Paris" with Marion Waller

17th June 2021 at 17.00 BST+1

"Designing Cities for Mental Health" with Dr Layla 
McCay


