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• Climate change affects children's rights to life, development, 
health, food, water, standard of living, education, culture and play.

• Disproportionate impact on those from deprived communities.

• Internationally, 26% of infant mortality is caused by environmental 
issues (WHO).

• Climate change impacts this Government's ability to deliver on 
well-being outcomes in the Children's Strategy.

• Children and young people's mental health affected by climate 
change.

WHY IS CLIMATE CHANGE RELEVANT TO 
CHILDREN'S RIGHTS?



IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE IF NOTHING IS DONE

• Children and young people are the most adversely impacted.

• They will also have to live with the negative effects of climate 
change for longest.

• Your generation may die of old age but we could die from the 
impact of climate change.

• We hear that we are the future but without action NOW we may 
have no future.

• Government has a responsibility to make sure the rights of 
children in the future are protected.



OUR CALLS TO GOVERNMENT
• Shared responsibility for climate change across all Departments

• Create a separate Minister for the Environment

• Independent monitoring body for the Environment (including 
Climate Change)

• Implement Green New Deal

• Follow through on commitment for legislation to reduce carbon 
emissions

• Have specific Northern Ireland climate change targets

• Commitment to reduce fossil fuel use and change to 
renewable energy sources



OUR CALLS TO GOVERNMENT

• Put children's rights at the heart of all actions to reduce climate 
change

• Listen to children and young people and make 
sure they are involved in co-design of efforts to tackle climate 
change

• Education for children and young people on climate 
emergency and environmental protection

• Lower the voting age in NI to 16 so young people can put their 
views on climate change in action when voting



This Government has a responsibility under the 
Children's Services Cooperation Act to work 
together to improve wellbeing outcomes for 
children and young people.

Given the severe impact on children's 
rights, climate change must be treated as an 
emergency.

We want you to work together to halt and 
reverse climate change to protect Children's 
rights now and in the future.



Anna Kernahan (Fridays for Future)



Joseph Ireland (Student Voice)



The Energy Transition – Learn from 
O&G 

40 years in 
the making!

Know where 
we are.

Know where 
we want to 
get to.

Clearly 
defined 
target.



How to reach an O&G target?

Diverse range of 
experienced 
professionals 
coming together 
to reach a well 
defined target.



What is our target?

Diverse range of 
experienced 
professionals –
what is their 
target?



A Northern Ireland Climate Change 
and Ecological Act 2020



Where do we start?

• Oil and Gas – Drilling Well on Paper (DWOP)
– Prior to final programme sign off.
– ALL key personnel.
– 2-5 days event.

• Announce a very clear TARGET for 2050 (inline with England, Scotland & 
Wales).

• Define the Act of legislation that will take us to this TARGET (umbrella).
• Funding: DAERA support, Combined event, Crowd funding.
• Request DAERA to host - Climate Change & Ecological Act on paper (CCEA).

– Citizens Assembly (40+).
– Citizens Jury(20-40).
– ALL key personnel. 

• DAERA Implementation Agreement with CCEA output (Poland example).
• Not to demand change, but to present that change clearly defined and form an 

agreement.
• The Youth are the KEY stakeholder, adults in the Executive need to prioritise

their needs.



UK Climate Act 2008



Message to the Youth – Your Country Needs YOU

• Can Northern Ireland be the first 
country to have the Youth 
involved in a Citizens Assembly?

• The Youth have overturned The 
Educational Ministers decision 
on exam results.

• Why not change DAERA 
Ministers attitude on Climate 
Change?

• We trusted our Teachers, its 
time to trust our Youth.


