
Response ID ANON-C6MZ-ACRU-B

Submitted to Draft Programme for Government Consultation 2024-2027
Submitted on 2024-10-08 15:33:25

About you

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?

On behalf of an organisation

About you - Organisation

Please provide your organisation's contact details below:

Organisation name::
Sustainable NI

Organisation email address:
info@sustainableni.org

Which of the following best describes the sector you work in?

Organised interest Group: e.g. Education, Health, Business, Creative Industries, Environment, Community, Voluntary & Third sectors.

Other (please specify):

Can we contact you to discuss your response to this consultation?

Yes

Can we contact you in future about the draft Programme for Government?

Yes

To support transparency in our decision making process, we will publish a summary of the consultation feedback on the PfG webpage. This
will sometimes include the responses themselves and may mention names of the responding organisation (if applicable). However, names of
individuals responding on a personal capacity will only be published where consent has been given. Please note we will not publish contact
details.

Yes, I consent to my name being published with my response

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable Economy'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable Economy' should be included in the Programme for
Government?

Competitive_Economy - Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable Economy:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable
Economy'. How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

Grow_Competitive_Economy_Actions - 'Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable Economy' Actions:
Agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Grow a Globally Competitive and Sustainable Economy' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Moving Beyond Green Growth: We welcome the Executive's focus on fostering a 'Sustainable Economy' that aims to decouple economic growth from 
resource use and pollution. However, we note that this is currently underpinned by a 'Green Growth Strategy.' The concept of green growth is often met 
with scepticism among environmentalists, as it tends to advocate for endless economic expansion. Pursuing infinite growth on a planet with limited 
resources is neither feasible nor compatible with our climate objectives. Instead, a 'sustainable economy' model is more appropriate, as it emphasises 
operating within ecological boundaries. Therefore, we advocate for regulations that align market growth with ecological limits. A relevant example of 
unsustainable growth in Northern Ireland is the increased sand dredging in Lough Neagh and the rapid agricultural expansion encouraged by the 
government's 'Going for Growth' policy, both of which have significantly contributed to the Lough Neagh drinking water crisis. This situation underscores 
the need to urgently address the systemic prioritisation of profit over public health and environmental considerations in government policymaking. 
Moreover, it is concerning that the Programme for Government has not undergone any form of Environmental Impact Assessment or sustainability



screening. 
 
Redefining How We Measure Economic Success: This is an opportune moment for the government to shift beyond the green growth narrative and move
towards a model of prosperity that prioritises a productive economy benefiting both people and the environment, rather than simply growing GDP.
Relying on GDP as the primary measure of economic success is inadequate, as it overlooks factors such as income inequality and environmental
degradation. We advocate for the development of green economic indicators for Northern Ireland, which should be part of a broader framework to
measure 'economic development' rather than just crude economic growth. 
 
Targeted Investment for Net Zero: According to the Committee on Climate Change, the energy sector in Northern Ireland has the potential to create
13,000 new jobs. However, to fully harness this potential and contribute to the UK's Net Zero efforts, Northern Ireland must develop its skills base and
increase investment to approximately £1.3 billion per year by 2030. There is an urgent need for more funding dedicated to green skills and training,
including the establishment of a Green Skills Academy in Northern Ireland, to ensure the workforce is equipped for the transition to a net zero economy.

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Deliver More Affordable Childcare'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Deliver More Affordable Childcare' should be included in the Programme for Government?

Childcare_Priority - Deliver More Affordable Childcare:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Deliver More Affordable Childcare'. How
much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

Childcare_Actions - 'Deliver More Affordable Childcare' Actions:
Strongly agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Deliver More Affordable Childcare' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Cut Health Waiting Times'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Cut Health Waiting Times' should be included in the Programme for Government?

Health_Waiting_Priority - Cut Health Waiting Times:

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Cut Health Waiting Times'. How much do you
agree that these are the right actions to take?

Health_Wait_Times_Actions - 'Cut Health Waiting Times' Actions:

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Cut Health Waiting Times' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Ending Violence Against Women and Girls'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Ending Violence Against Women and Girls' should be included in the Programme for Government?

Ending _Violence_Women/Girls_Priority - Ending Violence Against Women and Girls:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Ending Violence Against Women and Girls'.
How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

Ending _Violence_Women/Girls_Actions - 'Ending Violence Against Women and Girls' Actions:
Strongly agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Ending Violence Against Women and Girls' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs' should be included in
the Programme for Government?

Support_Children_SEN_Priority - Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs:
Strongly agree



The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Better Support for Children and Young
People with Special Educational Needs'. How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

SEN_Actions - 'Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs' Actions:

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Better Support for Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs'
priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Provide More Social, Affordable and Sustainable Housing'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Provide More Social, Affordable and Sustainable Housing' should be included in the Programme for
Government?

Affordable_Housing_Priority - Provide More Social, Affordable and Sustainable Housing:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Provide More Social, Affordable and
Sustainable Housing'. How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

Affordable_Housing_Actions - 'Provide More Social, Affordable and Sustainable Housing' Actions:
Agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Provide More Social, Affordable and Sustainable Housing' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

The draft Programme for Government's approach to the housing crisis focuses heavily on housing growth and the construction of new homes. However,
from a sustainability standpoint, this approach is not ideal, as it increases demand for resources and land, often to the detriment of nature. Simply
building more houses won’t necessarily resolve the issue. Instead, we need to prioritise the full utilisation of existing properties and land before
embarking on new construction. The most sustainable homes are those that already exist. Any additional house-building efforts should be guided by One
Planet Living principles, ensuring that nature is treated as a key stakeholder in the process.

Addressing the housing crisis requires a nuanced and interconnected approach. The most effective way to tackle the crisis from a supply perspective is
through a sustained reduction in market prices, which can largely be achieved by optimising the use of our existing housing stock. Therefore, there
should be a stronger emphasis on retrofitting and improving current properties, as well as freeing up existing housing through financial incentives, rather
than focusing solely on building new homes.

Proposed Measures to Increase Housing Supply:

• Review High-Income Social Tenants: High earners living in social housing should not only pay higher rents but their tenancy should also be periodically
reviewed. As their economic situation improves, they should be incentivised to transition to private housing, freeing up social housing for those most in
need.
• Reduce Stamp Duty: Reducing stamp duty could encourage people to move out of homes that are too large for their current needs, thereby freeing up
properties for families who require more space.
• Disincentivise Multiple Property Ownership: To discourage wealthy individuals from purchasing multiple properties, council tax or rates could be
increased for second and third homes. Additionally, special planning permissions could be introduced to ensure that housing is prioritised for the local
community and low-income families over external private investment.
• Encourage Landlords to Utilise Empty Properties: Currently, there is no VAT on building new homes, while converting or renovating properties attracts
only a reduced rate. Since many properties remain empty because landlords cannot afford refurbishment, a potential solution would be to eliminate VAT
on building refurbishments and offer loans for property renovation or introduce taxes on vacant properties.
• Encourage the Elderly to Downsize: According to The Intergenerational Foundation, over a third of the housing stock is under-occupied. To free up
family housing, elderly homeowners could be offered tax breaks and incentives to move into smaller, more suitable homes. This approach would not only
make more housing available but could also help reduce fuel poverty, provided that warm, accessible housing options are made available for those
wishing to downsize.

This holistic strategy emphasises the importance of making better use of our existing housing resources while ensuring that any new developments are
sustainable and aligned with ecological principles.

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Safer Communities'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Safer Communities' should be included in the Programme for Government?

Safer Communities_Priority - Safer Communities:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Safer Communities'. How much do you
agree that these are the right actions to take?



Safer Communities_Actions - 'Safer Communities' Actions:

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Safer Communities' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Protecting Lough Neagh and the Environment'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Protecting Lough Neagh and the Environment' should be included in the Programme for
Government?

LoughNeagh_Env_Priority - Protecting Lough Neagh and the Environment:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Protecting Lough Neagh and the
Environment'. How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

LoughNeagh_Env_Actions - 'Protecting Lough Neagh and the Environment' Actions:
Agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Protecting Lough Neagh and the Environment' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

The document fails to recognise that the crisis at Lough Neagh is not solely an environmental issue but also a consequence of a failure in government,
specifically the Northern Ireland Environment Agency, to effectively fulfil its statutory duties around environmental regulation, protection, and
enforcement. This situation highlights the broader problem of inadequate environmental governance in Northern Ireland, which remains the only region
in the UK and Ireland without an independent Environmental Protection Agency.

To prevent similar crises in the future, it is crucial that environmental regulation is not left to government alone. Establishing an independent
environmental protection agency, separate from the institutions that set policy, is essential to ensuring robust oversight and preventing future
environmental disasters.

Additionally, there needs to be a stronger emphasis on addressing the root causes of such crises, including reducing agricultural and human waste
entering Lough Neagh. Learning from past mistakes and implementing preventive measures is vital to ensure that such environmental issues do not
recur.

Doing What Matters Most Today: 'Reform and Transformation of Public Services'

How much do you agree that the priority 'Reform and Transformation of Public Services' should be included in the Programme for
Government?

Reform_Transform_Priority - Reform and Transformation of Public Services:
Strongly agree

The draft Programme for Government has set out actions that we plan to take under the priority 'Reform and Transformation of Public
Services'. How much do you agree that these are the right actions to take?

Reform_Transform_Actions - 'Reform and Transformation of Public Services' Actions:
Neither agree nor disagree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the 'Reform and Transformation of Public Services' priority:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

The rising pressures on public services in Northern Ireland can be largely attributed to years of underinvestment in critical areas such as education, 
infrastructure and the environment. This underfunding has compounded many of the challenges we face today. 
 
Increased demand for healthcare and the criminal justice system is often linked to a lack of education and poor lifestyle choices, alongside falling 
environmental standards and limited economic opportunities. Addressing these issues requires greater investment in education, public health, 
infrastructure and environmental protection. However, the current allocation of budgets tends to focus on addressing the symptoms of societal 
problems—such as poor health, crime, and unemployment—leaving fewer resources available for preventative measures, perpetuating a cycle of rising 
demand and insufficient solutions. 
 
The concept of sustainability, in its fullest sense—not just financial sustainability—should be central to the work of the Reform and Transformation Unit to 
ensure sustainability is embedded at the heart of government operations. True sustainability encompasses environmental goals like climate action and 
resource efficiency, while also delivering social and economic benefits. 
 
Public procurement represents a significant, yet underutilised, opportunity to achieve sustainable outcomes through government services and contracts.



Currently, Northern Ireland lacks sustainable procurement targets, and there are no statutory requirements for public bodies to consider sustainability
when procuring goods and services. Therefore, sustainable procurement should become a core function of the Reform and Transformation Unit. This
unit could drive and support sustainability across the public sector, providing expertise, training and resources for departments and government
agencies looking to adopt more sustainable practices whilst delivering efficiencies in public spending. Sustainable NI would be happy to work with and
support this programme of work in any way it can.

Doing What Matters Most Today: Priorities

Are there any other priorities that should be included in the Programme for Government?

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Although sustainability is recognised as a cross-cutting theme, it has not been treated as a central priority. This lack of emphasis in previous Programmes
for Government has resulted in sustainability being sidelined from the government's objectives, leading to minimal funding and uncoordinated efforts
across the public sector.

If the core missions of this Programme for Government are genuinely centred around People, Planet, and Prosperity—the three pillars of
sustainability—then the responsibility for sustainability should lie with the department overseeing the Programme for Government, rather than being
confined to DAERA. Additionally, sustainability should be embedded within the proposed functions and responsibilities of the Reform and Transformation
Unit to ensure it is integrated into all aspects of government policy and action.

Building New Foundations

How much do you agree that these are the right commitments in relation to the plans for investment in infrastructure?

Strongly agree

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the plans for investment in infrastructure:

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Shaping a Better Tomorrow

The Executive have set out a long-term strategy to deliver three Missions, People, Planet and Prosperity, as well as a cross-cutting commitment
to Peace. How much do you agree with a Missions-based approach?

Strongly agree

Please enter any comments in the box below:

These missions are in line with the Sustainable Development Goals and the sustainable development agenda in general, therefore we strongly support
this approach. See our previous comments however that there is a risk of sustainability being sidelined accompanied by a lack of ownership of the policy
area if it is centralised in this way.

How much do you agree that these are the right Missions to focus on?

Missions - People:
Strongly agree

Missions - Planet:

Missions - Prosperity:

Are there any areas that are not captured under these missions?:

People Mission:A series of actions have been proposed under this Mission. How much do you agree that these are the right actions?

Strongly agree

Is there anything else that should be included under the People Mission?:

Planet Mission: A series of actions have been proposed under this Mission. How much do you agree that these are the right actions?

Strongly agree

Is there anything else that should be included under the Planet Mission?:

Prosperity Mission: A series of actions have been proposed under this Mission. How much do you agree that these are the right actions?

Strongly agree



Is there anything else that should be included under the Prosperity Mission?:

A commitment to Peace will underpin the three missions (People, Planet and Prosperity). A series of actions have been proposed under this
commitment. How much do you agree that these are the right actions?

Strongly agree

Is there anything else that should be included under the commitment to Peace?:

Peace is framed as a cross-cutting commitment, rather than a mission. How much do you agree that this is the right structure?

Strongly agree

Please enter any comments in the box below:

Understanding Missions by Tracking Wellbeing

The draft Programme for Government outlines how it will measure progress through a Wellbeing Framework. How much do you agree with
the proposed approach?

Strongly agree

Please provide any further comments you may have in relation to your response:

We fully endorse the wellbeing framework that has been selected to measure progress. We are also pleased to see a link being made to the
internationally agreed performance framework for sustainable development, the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Wellbeing is a holistic concept, bringing together social, environmental, economic and democratic outcomes. A wellbeing approach considers how society
is progressing in the round, rather than using economic indicators as a proxy for wellbeing or focusing on specific areas at the expense of others. As such,
the proposed wellbeing framework may also serve as a reporting framework for sustainable development in the region.

Additional Information

Do you have any further comments relevant to this consultation?

Please enter any additional comments in the box below:
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